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Message Text 


TAGS: PEPR, KS, YO, US, KN 

SUBJECT: JAPANESE EMBASSY BRIEFED ON YUGOSLAV KOREAN 
INITIATIVE 


1 . SINCE WE LEARNED MARCH 27 THAT YUGOSLAV GOVERNMENT 
HAD INFORMED JAPANESE AMBASSADOR IN BELGRADE OF RECENT TITO 
INITIATIVE REGARDING A TRIPARTITE MEETING INCLUDING NORTH 
AND SOUTH KOREA AND THE UNITED STATES, DEPARTMENT CALLED 

IN JAPANESE EMBASSY COUNSELOR ARIMA MARCH 28 FOR BRIEFING 
BY KOREA COUNTRY DIRECTOR ON NATURE OF YUGOSLAV 
PROPOSALS MADE DURING TITO VISIT TO WASHINGTON MARCH 7-9. 

2. WE STRESSED THAT TRIPARTITE MEETING WAS YUGOSLAV 
PROPOSAL, BUT THAT WE HAD ENCOURAGED GOY TO SOUND OUT 
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NORTH KOREAN WILLINGNESS TO PARTICIPATE. WE NOTED THAT 
ROKG HAS BEEN KEPT FULLY INFORMED, AND WHILE ROK NOT 
ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT ANY MEETING INITIATED BY YUGOSLAVS, 

WE EXPECTED ROKG TO CONTINUE BASIC WILLINGNESS TO MEET 
WITH NORTH KOREA. WE DID NOT REVEAL SPECIFIC ROKG CONCERNS 
WHICH HAVE BEEN VOICED TO US, BUT INVITED GOJ TO ENCOURAGE 
POSITIVE ROK RESPONSE TO POSSIBILITY FOR TALKS IF PYONGYANG 
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SHOULD PROVE MORE FLEXIBLE THAN IN THE PAST. 

3. ARIMA INFORMED US THAT JAPANESE HAD BEEN BRIEFED IN 
BELGRADE BY GOY, BUT EXPRESSED WARM APPRECIATION FOR 
FULLER DESCRIPTION PROVIDED BY DEPARTMENT. IN VIEW OF 
STANDARD NORTH KOREAN POSITION ON DIRECT TALKS WITH THE 
ROK, AND DPRK SUSPICIONS OF YUGOSLAVIA, ARIMA EXPRESSED 
PESSIMISM THAT YUGOSLAV APPROACHES WOULD ELICIT ANY 
CHANGE IN PYONGYANG'S POSITION. 

4. WE REQUESTED JAPANESE TO HANDLE INFORMATION ON 

THIS MATTER ON VERY RESTRICTED BASIS WITHIN GOJ AND NOTED 
THAT WITH EXCEPTION OF ROKG WE HAD NOT BEEN BRIEFING 
OTHER GOVERNMENTS ON THE TITO INITIATIVE. 

5. FOR YOUR INFORMATION WE ARE REPEATING FOLLOWING 
MESSAGES TO EMBASSY TOKYO TO FILL YOU IN ON FULL 
BACKGROUND THIS SUBJECT: STATE 065788, STATE 065759, 

SEOUL 2190, BELGRADE 2258, SEOUL 2518, AND BELGRADE 2473. 
COOPER 
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